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Lesson 17. Mastering the verbs 12- Conditionals 2

Past and Mixed Conditional Sentences

To learn all types of conditional sentences, it’s much better to repeat them aloud than
to learn their rules by heart.

The Third Conditional

Remember that [ said in the previous lesson that this is a condition that will never
be fulfilled because of the passage of time. That is the reason why sometimes this

type of conditional sentence is referred to as “the impossible condition”.

It's not too easy to learn this structure, but, with a few tips, I'll try to make it much
easier.

Here you have an example of a sentence in the third conditional.
Example:

e Ifyou had worked harder, you would have earned more money- Si hubieras
trabajado mds duro, habria ganado mds dinero.

Take a closer look at it.

You can see that the clause that goes with “if” is translated into Spanish with
“hubieras + verb in the past participle”.

So,

If + subject past perfect = Si + sujeto + “hubiera/s, hubiéramos, hubieran” + pp del
verbo principal.

Easy to remember: Past Perfect => Hubiera/Hubiese

You can also see that the second clause, the one that doesn’t have the “if”, is
translated as “habria”
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So...
Subject + would + have + past participle of the main verb = habria.

Easy to remember: Would have => habria

Therefore, every time you want to say something in the third conditional, think of:

Si hubiera/hubiese = If+ subject + past perfect
Habria + participio pasado del verbo principal = Subject + would have + past
participle of the main verb.

Let’s study some examples.
e Sila hubieras visto (a ella) no la habrias reconocido.
e Ifyou had (hubieras) seen (visto) her, you wouldn’t have (no habrias)
recognised (reconocido) her.
e Habrian ellos querido venir si los hubieses invitado?
e Would they have wanted (habrian ellos) to come if you had invited them(los

hubieses)?

e Sinos hubieran escuchado, habrian tenido mds posibilidades.
e Ifthey had listened to us, they would have had more chances (possibilities).

e No sé si habrian podido hacerlo si no hubiera sido por tu ayuda.

e [ don’t know if they would have been able to do it if it hadn’t been for your
help.

We'll do several exercises with the third conditional so that you learn to get it right
but first we’ll study “mixed conditionals”.
What are mixed conditionals?

Just like in Spanish, in English, the conditionals can be mixed. This means that we
can combine the different types of conditionals.

Here you have some of the possible combinations.
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The Third and Second Conditional

One of the most common mixed conditional sentences is the third combined with
the second conditional.

Note: As you study these examples check whether you’ll be able to say them
correctly without having to resort to dictionaries or examples. If you think you
cannot do it, then go one by one, trying to memorise the different structures and
vocabulary.

For example:

e Ifyou hadn’t spent all that money (third conditional), you would be rich
(second conditional).

Observe that the sentence with “if” is followed by the “past perfect”, making it the
third conditional. However, in the second part of the clause, we don’t have the
structure of the third conditional but rather the second: subject + would + verb in
the infinitive.

In Spanish, we would say:
e Sino hubieras gastado todo ese dinero serias rico.
More examples:
e Ifshe hadn’t worked (Third conditional) so hard, she wouldn’t be (Second
conditional) sick now.
e Sino hubiese trabajado tan duro, no estaria enferma ahora.
e Ifthey hadn’tlent us the money (Third conditional), we wouldn’t be

(Second conditional) here now.
e Siellos no nos hubiesen prestado dinero, no estariamos aqui ahora.

As you study these examples, check whether you are able to say them correctly
without having to resort to dictionaries or examples. If you don’t think it’s possible,
then go one by one and try to memorise the different structures and vocabulary.

Let’s see other possible combinations of mixed conditional sentences now.
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The Second and Third conditional

In this case, the “if” part of the sentence uses the second conditional (verb in past
tense), and the other part of the sentence goes in the third conditional. So, it is not
just inverting the order of the conditional we just saw.

Let’s see some examples:

e Ifshe didn’t have (Second conditional, remember the past tense after “if”)
so much money, she wouldn’t have spent (Third conditional) a fortune on a
car.

e Sino tuviese tanto dinero, no habria gastado una fortuna en un coche.

e Ifhe had more time (Second conditional), he would have helped you clean
the house (Third conditional).

e Siél tuviese mds tiempo, él te habria ayudado a limpiar la casa.

e IfIknew all about it (Second conditional), I wouldn’t have bought (Third

conditional) the book.
e Siyo supiese todo acerca de ello, no habria comprado el libro.

Third and future conditional or present conditional

e If she had passed the final school exam (third conditional), she would now
be studying (Future conditional) with us at the university.

e Sino hubiera aprobado el examen final del colegio, ella estaria estudiando
con nosotros ahora.

Notice we haven’t mentioned “the future conditional” until now.

In fact, there is a slight change between the second conditional (also called
“present conditional”) and the future conditional. The only difference is that the
main verb - in this case “to be studying” ends in the -ing form.

Compare:

e She would study with us = ella estudiaria con nosotros.
e She would be studying with us = ella estaria estudiando con nosotros.
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Second and Future conditional

In this case, the “if clause”, goes in the second conditional and the other clause in
the future conditional.

Let’s see some examples:

e Ifhe knew English (second conditional), he wouldn’t be going to take a
course in Scotland next summer (future conditional).

e Sisupiese inglés, no iria (no estaria yendo) a Escocia a hacer un curso el
verano que viene.

e Would you be flying to Rome tomorrow (future conditional) if it weren’t
(second conditional) because of your Italian girlfriend?

e Viajarias (estarias viajando) a Roma manana si no fuera por tu novia
italiana?

e IfIate more today (second conditional), I would be going (future
conditional) to the doctor tomorrow.

e Sicomiese mds hoy, manana estaria yendo al médico.

Mastering the third conditional and mixed conditionals

As I have explained above, in order to master the third conditional it’s essential to
know the equivalence between “hubiera/hubiese- habria” and the structure “if +
subject + past perfect + subject + would + have+ pp. of the main v. “

However, you can learn this structure just by using it many times, without having
to memorise complex rules.

Regarding the mixed conditionals, it shouldn’t be difficult for you to use the
conditional sentences properly if you already know the basics: equivalence of
conditional tenses between English and Spanish and the past participle of the
verbs.

In the audiobook there aren't enough examples of the third and mixed
conditionals, so we will study them with other examples.

Remember: Do not concentrate so much on learning the rules, concentrate instead
on learning the structures by heart so that you can say all the conditional
sentences without hesitating.
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Please, read them and repeat them aloud until you learn them by heart.

Spanish English Phonetics Approximate
Pronunciation
Si no te hubieras If you hadn’t spent all | 1fju "haednt If it hadn’t sspent ol de

gastado todo el
dinero, ahora no
tendrias problemas.

the money, you
wouldn’t have any
problems now.

spent 0:1 83 'maAni
| ju 'wodnt hev
'eni ' probloamz
nao |

mani iu wudn’t hav éni
préblems

De haberlo sabido, no
te habria llamado.

If I had known, I
wouldn’t have called
you.

1f 'a1 had naon |
a1 'wodnt hav
koIldju |

If 4 had noén, ai wudnt
hav kéld iu

;Habrias hecho lo
mismo si ella no te lo
hubiera pedido?

Would you have done
the same if she hadn’t
asked for it?

wud ju hav dan 09
seim If [i 'heaednt
'a:skt for 1t |

Wud iu hav don de séim if
shi hadnt askt forit?

Si ellos no te
hubiesen perdonado,
ella no te habria

If they hadn’t forgiven
you, she wouldn’t have
invited you to her

1f '8e1 "haednt
fa'givn ju| [i
woudnt hav

If déi hadnt férgivn iu, shi
wudnt hav in’vaitid iu her
parti

invitado a su fiesta. party. in'vaitidjuha
'paiti|
;Sabes si ellos Do you know if they da junau 1f 'de1 Du it néu if déi wud hav

habrian hecho lo
mismo con nosotros?

would have done the
same with us?

wud hav dan 68
selm wid a9z |

dén de séim wiz ass?

;Habria él podido
hacerlo si no hubiese
sido por tu ayuda?

Would he have been
able to do it if it hadn’t
been for your help?

wud hi hav biin

leibl tado 1t If
1t 'haednt biin fo
jd help |

Wud hi hav bin éibol tu
duit if it hadnt biin for iu
help?

Yo no lo habria
comprado si él no me
hubiese prestado el
dinero.

[ wouldn’t have bought
itif he hadn’t lent me
the money

a1 'wodnt hav
'boit 1t 1fhi
'wodnt hav lent
mi: 89 'mAni |

Ai wudnt hav botit if hi
wudnt hav lentmi de
mani

No habriamos ido de
vacaciones si
hubiéramos tenido
que acabar el
proyecto en
septiembre.

We wouldn’t have gone
on holiday(s) if we’'d
had to finish the project
in September.

wi 'wodnt hav gon
on 'holedeiz 1f
wid had te 'fin1f
do pro'dzekt in
sep'temba |

Wui wudnt hav gon on
hoéledeiss if wuid had tu
finish de pro’chet in
sep’tembe

No estariamos
viviendo en este lugar
si ella no lo hubiese
recomendado.

We wouldn'’t be living
in this place if she
hadn’t recommended it.

wi wodnt bi 'l1vin
ind1s 'plers 1f [i
'haednt !

ireke'mendid 1t |

Wuf wudn'’t bi living in
dis pléis if shi hadnt
reko’'mendit

Si no fuera por su
(é1) abuela, él no
estaria yendo a Paris
ahora.

If it weren’t for his
grandmother, he
wouldn’t be going to
Paris now.

If itw3intfor iz
lgreen ;mAd9 | hi
'wudnt bi 'gavin
to !paeris nav |

If it wuérent for iss
grandmader hi wudnt bi
gbing tu péris nau

Ellos no habrian
vendido su coche si
hubieran sabido que

They wouldn’t have
sold their car if they
had known (that) they

'de1 'wodnt hav
savld des kair If
'8e1 had novn dat

Déi wudn’t hav séuld der
kar if dei had ntn dat déi
wuér gbing tu nidit
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lo iban a necesitar.

were going to need it.

'8e1 wa 'govinte
nitd It

¢;Cuantos de vosotros
habriais hecho lo que
ellos hicieron si no
hubieseis tenido la
informacion
correcta?

How many of you
would have done the
same thing that they
did if you hadn’t had
the right information?

"hau mani av ju
wud hav dAan 69
selm dot 'de1 di1d
ifju 'haednt had
O0aralt
(Info'meifn |

Hau méni of iu wud hav
don de séim dat déi did if
iu handt had de rait
informeishon?

No habriamos podido
reunirnos si ellos nos
lo hubieran
impedido.

We wouldn’t have been
able to meet if they had
prevented us from
meeting

wi 'wudnt hav
biin 'eibl, toa miit
if 'de1 had
pri'ventid az
from 'mi:tin |

Wui wudn'’t hav bin éibol
tu mit if déi had
préventid ass from
miting.

Si lo hubiera sabido,
no te lo habria
contado.

If I had known, I
wouldn’t have told you.

if 'a1 had navn |
a1 'wodnt hav
tavuld ju |

If ai had n6éun &i wadnt
hav téul iu

No estaria yendo a la
playa si hubiera visto
el prondstico del

[ wouldn’t be going to
the beach if I had seen
the weather forecast.

a1 'wodnt bi
l'govin to da biitS
1f 'ar had 'siin 89

Ai wudnt bi gbing tu de
bich if 4i had siin de
wuéder forekast

tiempo. 'weda 'folka:st |
Si hubieran perdido If they had lost the if 'de1 had lost 3 | If déi had lost de match
el partido, no estarfan | match they wouldn’t be | meetf 'de1 'wudnt | déi wudn’t bi séu hapi
tan contentos. so happy. bi 'sou 'haepi |
Si no se te hubiese If you hadn’t forgotten ifju "haednt If iu handnt for'gaten dé
olvidado el cuaderno, | the notebook, we could | fa'gptn. &9 noutbuk wui kud hav
podriamos haber have checked your 'nautbuk | wikad | chekt iér hbumwuerk
revisado tus deberes. | homework hav tfekt jo

'haumw3 K |

No habria dormido
tan bien, si no
hubiese hecho
ejercicio antes de
irme a dormir.

[ wouldn’t have slept so
well if I hadn’t done
some exercise before
going to bed.

a1 'wodnt hav
slept 'sau wel 1f
a1 'haednt dan
som 'eksssalz
b1'fo: 'gavipte
bed |

Ai wudnt hav slept sou
wuel if 4i hadnt don sam

eksersaiss bifor gbing tu
bed

Si ella no me lo
hubiera dado, ahora
estariamos yendo a
su casa.

If she hadn’t given it to
me, we would now be
going to her house.

1f [i "haednt givn
Ittami: | wi wod
nao bi 'gavinta ha
'haus |

If shi handnt givnit tu mi,
wui wud nau bi géing tu
her haus

No creeria nada, si no
lo hubiese visto con
mis propios ojos.

[ wouldn'’t believe
anything if  hadn’t
seen it with my own
eyes.

a1 'wodnt
bi'lilv 'eni@ 11 1f
a1 'haednt 'siin
ItwId mal aun
alz |

Ai wudnt bi’liv énizing if
ai handn’t sin it wuiz
main Gun aiss

;Habria sido tan
fantastico el final, si
él no hubiese estado
alli?

Would the end have
been so fantastic if he
hadn’t been there?

wud 6i end hav
biin 'sov
feen'taestik 1fhi
'haednt biin des |

Wud di end hav bin séu
fan’tastik if handt bin
der?
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To sum up:

Third Conditional
One easy way to remember the third conditional is to think that:

“Si hubiera/hubiese + main verb in the past participle” is equal to “if + subject
PAST PERFECT + main verb in the past participle.

Example: Si yo lo hubiera visto = If | had seen it.
And,

“Habria + main verb in the past participle” is equal to “subject + WOULD + HAVE +
main verb in the past participle.”

Example: Yo lo habria comprado = 1 would have bought it.

-Si yo lo hubiera visto, lo habria comprado. If | had seen it, | would have bought it.
Mixed conditional

Mixed conditional sentences combined different types of conditionals.

For example, the second and third conditional.

-If she didn’t have a house (second conditional), she wouldn’t have invested (third
conditional) in a new business.

REMEMBER: Rather than studying many rules, it's better to know how to say them
correctly by understanding the correspondence between the Spanish and the
English conditional.

Homework
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Translate the following sentences and say them aloud. Try to learn them by
heart(*). Look up new words in the dictionary, if necessary, and use Google
Translator, or similar software, to find out the exact sound of these sentences.

N =

XN W

;Se habrian negado a trabajar si les hubiésemos pagado mas?

Ellos no tendrian tanta vergilienza si les hubieses dicho lo que tenian que
hacer.

Si hubiese sido tu culpa, yo no habria venido a verte.

Si hubiera mas comida en la nevera, yo no tendria que salir a comprar

Si nosotros lo hubiésemos sabido, no nos habriamos comportado asi
Ellos no habrian dicho tal cosa, si t te hubieses callado.

Nosotras no habriamos ido al campo, si hubiéramos sabido que iba a llover.
Sus padres no le habrian permitido jugar, si hubieran sabido que tenia
fiebre.

9. Ellos no habrian podido ir aunque hubiesen querido, si ti no les hubieses

indicado el camino.

10. ;Leeria él tantos libros si no hubiera estudiado literatura?

Answers:

1
2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
9.
1

Would they have refused to work if we had paid them more?

They wouldn’t be so embarrassed (ashamed) if you had told them what they had to do.

If it had been your fault I wouldn’t have come to see you.

If there would be more food in the fridge, I wouldn’t have to go shopping

If we had known, we wouldn’t have behaved like that

They wouldn’t have said such a thing if you had shut your mouth.

We wouldn’t have gone to the countryside if we had known that it was going to rain

His parents wouldn’t have allowed him to play if they had known that he had a fever.

They wouldn’t have been able to go even if they had wanted, if you hadn’t shown them the way.
0. Would he read so many books if he hadn’t studied literature?

(*) Aprender de memoria.
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